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Bibles, His Green Book, not to be read alone bet in order of witness; 
one not to be read in the turmoil of city life, but in that peaceful 
calm out of which imagination may wing its flight. “Although we 
cannot attain to God by sense,” St. Thomas has said, “yet by sensible 
signs our mind is roused to tend to God.” 


Arrep E. P. Raymunp Dow ine, B. A., Oxon. 
London. 


ATTITUDE OF THE JESUITS IN THE TRIALS FOR 
WITCHCRAFT. 


I. BEGINNINGS OF WITCH PERSECUTION. 


N the whole history of the human race there is scarcely anything 
more gloomy and more saddening than the trials for witch- 
craft and the wholesale execution of supposed witches.- It is 

indeed humiliating to think that the so-called civilized world for 
centuries was enslaved by a fatal belief which surrendered thousands 
of innocent victims to frightful tortures and a horrible death. We 
find instances of trials for witchcraft during the Middle Ages, but 
they are relatively rare until the end of the fourteenth century. 
Then they became more and more numerous; and about 1450 the 
systematic persecution of witches was in full swing, particularly in 
the Alps, whence it spread like a fierce epidemic over France and 
Germany.t Unfortunately, these sad proceedings were at first car- 
ried on chiefly by the Inquisitors. They accepted the mpst absurd 
popular beliefs asa reality. Especially two Dominicans, the Inquis- 
itors Institoris and Sprenger, became notorious for their credulity 
and blind zeal in extending the trials for witchcraft over Germany. 
When several bishops opposed them, they appealed to Rome. Pope 
Innocent VIIL., acting on their uncritical and misleading informa- 
tions, issued in 1484 the Bull Swmmis desiderantes, commonly styled 
the “Witchcraft Bull.” It proved most disastrous, as it furnished 
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few years after the publication of this Bull, the two aforesaid Inquis- 
itors wrote conjointly the Malleus maleficarum, or “Witch-hammer, 
a book full of startling and horrible stories. In this worl most 
rigorous measures against the witches are advocated, and later 
zealots for the persecution of witches based their arguments chiefly 
on this publication. 

However, it was not until after the outbreak of the Protestant 
Reformation that the persecution reached its full height. The re- 
ligious and social disturbances that followed this movement, and 
above all the teaching of some of the Reformers, contributed much 
to the increase of the belief in witchcraft, and this belief added fuel 
to the persecution. In the catechism of Luther the power ascribed 
to the devil over man’s body and soul, life and property, amounts 
almost to omnipotence. Luther sees devils everywhere and in 
everything; “man is the devil’s slave and wills and does only what 
his master bids him.” The friends and followers of Luther shared 
these views fully, and it was soon noticed, according to the testimony 
of Protestant contemporaries, “that the preachers spoke more of the 
devil than of Christ, and that old and young believed more in the 
devil than in God and His holy Gospel.’ 

We cannot be surprised, therefore, to learn that soon after the 
Reformation the trials for witchcraft were carried on with renewed 
vigor. In many countries and districts persecutions of witches are 
heard of only after the introduction of the new doctrine. Even after 
the excitement had abated in Europe, Puritan New England saw 
the hanging of witches at Salem.4| On the whole it is impossible to 
decide whether more victims suffered in Catholic or Protestant 
countries. 

Since 1520 the secular power took the persecution of witches into 
its hands.* The excitement reached its highest pitch between 1570 
and 1640. During this period the human mind seemed to have lost 
its balance. Diseases, fire, famine, storms and_ hail, wars, great 
wealth and losses, disappointment in love, striking beauty and re- 
markable ugliness, extraordinary knowledge and excessive stupidity, 
melancholy and mirth, all were ascribed to the influence of the devil. 
If a person was negligent in his religious duties, it was a sure sign 
that he had bartered his soul to the devil; if he was very pious, he 
was suspected of hypocrisy, in order to conceal his dealings with the 
evil one. Under the frightful pains of the torture the names of ever 


® Diefenbach, “Der Zauherglaube des 16. Jahrhunderts,” pp,_12-24; further 
details in Jans en-Pastor, “History of the German People,’ Vols. 7 and 8- 
uther wrote: “ Vith witches I would have no mercy; I would rather burn them 
myself”? “Many devils are around us that might kill us any hour.” Kaufmann in 
eue Jahrbiicher,” pp. 286-299, On Luther's belief in incubus and succubus, 
fee he same author, p. 804. 
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new witches were revealed; no one was safe; children of tender age 
were tortured; they frequently denounced their parents; parents 
testified against their children. No rank was secure against accusa- 
tion ; Mayors of cities, priests and religious were denounced and ex- 
ecuted. But we cannot dwell on these horrible scenes, They may 
be read in special works on this subject, or in Janssen’s “History of 
the German People” (Vol. VIII). 


If. DIFFERENT VIEWS AS TO THE ATTITUDE OF THE JESUITS. 


During the most violent period of the persecution for witcheraft 
the Jesuits exerted a powerful influence as professors of philosophy, 
dogmatic and moral theology, as writers, as confessors and preachers 
at the courts of Princes. Consequently they had to take attitude 
towards this persecution, and it is evident that their verdict for or 
against the trials was of the greatest weight. For the last few years 
a warm controversy on this very point has been going on in Ger- 
many, chiefly between Professor Riezler, of Munich, and the Jesuit 
Father Duhr. We intend to give the results of the controversy in 
the present paper. Father Duhr laid down his contentions in a 
number of articles in the “Zeitschrift fiir Katholische Theologie” 
(1900 and 1901), the “Historisches Jahrbuch” (Munich, 1900), in 
the pamphlet “Attitude of the Jesuits in the Trials for Witcheraft in 
Germany” and “The Biography of Frederick Spe.”* In the preface 
to his first work Father Duhr says that “the attitude of the Jesuits 
in the trials for witchcraft has sometimes been painted too favorably 
for one-sided apologetical purposes, sometimes too darkly from a 
one-sided hostile tendency.” Indeed we can find the statement in 
Catholic works that the Jesuits were a glorious exception in that 
excited age, and manfully opposed the mad fury of the persecutors 
of the innocent. On the other hand, they are charged by some his- 
torians with having fanned the flame of that disastrous conflagration. 
One writer went even further. “The ablest of the historians on 
witchcraft (Soldan-Heppe) has charged their order with using witch 
persecution as a cloak for the punishment of heresy, and seeking to 
burn as witches those whom, under the law of the Empire, they could 


“a » Jesuiten in den deutschen Hexenprozessen,”* 
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isius,” Mainz, 1900; “The Fate of Dietrich Blade,” Putnam’s Sons, New York, 
By Professor Burr, of Cornell Univers! reprinted from the papers of 
the “American Historical Association,” Vol, No 
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no longer burn as heretics; and he bases this charge largely on the 
history of the persecution at Trier.” So far Professor Burr, of 
Cornell University; but he adds: “After a careful study of the 
documents left us, I find as yet no reason to share his view.’”7 The 
severest charge is made against several distinguished Jesuit theolo- 
gians, especially Delrio, Gregory de Valentia and Laymann, and 
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judges as infallible. When such good people read certain stories, 
no matter how silly, or hear of the confessions forced from the 
victims by torture, they regard them as gospel truth, and allow 
themselves to be carried away by zeal, rather than be ruled by dis- 
cretion. They cry out: such crimes must not be tolerated, the 
world is full of witches, the authorities must proceed against this 
pest with all diligence, etc. Oh, these good and holy men! What 
can you do with them, as they wish only the best? I they knew 
how much wickedness and imprudence prevail in these trials, they 
would exclaim with Christ: ‘Let both grow until the day of the 
harvest.’ But now these good people are incapable of enlighten- 
ment.” 

“The second class is made up of jurists, who find these trials a 
profitable business. On a sudden they have become pious and 
frighten the authorities, who are tardy in proceeding against the 
witches. To the third class belong those who seek to gratify their 
jealousy, enmity and vengeance. If the authorities do not listen to 
the mob, they clamor that the judges are afraid for themselves or 
their families, or are bribed by the rich, as charges of witchcraft can 
be made against members of even the wealthiest families, Unfor- 
tunately, there are priests and religious who, instead of checking, 
foster such clamorings. To the fourth class belong malefactors, 
who, in order to conceal their own crimes, most zealously demand 
the punishment of witches. Among these malefactors I reckon even 
those inquisitors who wanted to torture Father Tanner.”?° 

This candid statement proves that not a few priests, religious and 
secular, were carried away by the credulity and mad excitement of 
the age, and actually added fuel to the fire. Now can it reasonably 
be expected that the Jesuits were so far ahead of their time, so en- 
lightened, so free from the Zeit geist, that none of them should have 
shared the all-prevailing superstition? It would bea miracle. The 
Jesuits were children of their age and acted accordingly, Indeed, 
there were Jesuits who advocated severe measures against the 
witches ; but on the other hand we find among them noble champions 
of the innocent victims, especially the most strenuous Opponent of 
that atrocious persecution, the brave Father Frederick Spe. 


II. ATTITUDE OF THE EARLY JESuIts, 


“The order as such never assumed any official attitude towards 
the persecution. The name of wizard or witch is not to be found 
cither in the constitutions of the order or in the decrees of the 

€nerals; nor is there even mention of possession and exorcism, 

S regards the Inquisition, the order asked and obtained special 
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Papal privileges (1584), to the effect that its members should’ never 
be forced to accept the offices of the Inquisition. The order though 
that the office of Inquisitor was not in accordance with the spirit of 
its constitutions.””!* 

The first companion of St. Ignatius, Father Peter Faber, acted 
according to this spirit of the Society. When he heard that a Jesuit 
in Louvain occupied himself with exorcisms, he wrote in 1545: “I 
cannot approve of these exorcisms. The Father should know that 
they are open to many deceptions. He ought to expel the devil 
from the souls of men, as this is the office of priests, and should leave 
at to He econeiets texperiosur their work. Father Faber’s disciple, 
Peter Canisitis, was not so reserved in this matter. Owing proba- 
Bip a Bia ately we niyetiiinia early youth, he was inclined to fol- 
re eae disapproved by his master, Peter Faber. Father 


“Father Canisius must be warned not to meddle so much in cases 
of possessed persons, and not to create dificulties for us; much time 
t according to our mode of 


condition, for “there is a great 
It is said that they learned from a revela- 
the evil spirit, that whoever would pre- 
accompanying them, would meet with 


a s I, for my part, am not afraid of any- 
thing.” In 1570 Canisius was warned by the General: “He should 


useful work.’13 


In another line Peter Canisius showed himself much more pru- 


dent; namely, in his catechisms. It has been said, and not without 


reason, that Luther's catechism did very much to spread the belief 
In witchcraft. In his Greater C¢. i 
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100,000 copies of this catechism were scattered all over Germany.1¢ 
Even in Catholic districts many agitators, teachers and priests who 
secretly adhered to Luther's tenets, spread his catechism and his 
doctrines. In a letter to Duke Albert V. of Bavaria, Peter Canisius 
deplores the fact that in many Catholic cities the teachers are not 
Catholics, but adherents of the Reformation, and instruct the young 
in the heresy of Luther.7 May not Luther’s teaching of the all- 
powerful devil have caused the spread of the belief in witchcraft, even 
in Catholic countries? Professor Riezler himself admits that before 
I59I scarcely a single witch was burnt in Bavaria, and in the Elec- 
torate of Trier and the bishopric of Bamberg the persecution of 
witches began only after the spread of Protestantism,18 
Widely different are the famous catechisms of Peter Canisius from 
those of Luther. Professor Riezler renders the smaller catechism, 
intended for the people, the favorable testimony that it makes no 
particular mention of witchcraft. He says: “Luther’s catechism, 
in the explanation of the first commandment, mentions the objects 
and effects of the league with the devil in detail, although not ex- 
haustively, whereas the large Roman catechism, written at the bid- 
ding of the Council of Trent, and the smaller catechism of Canisius, 
intended for the people, do not even mention the word witchcraft,”29 
In fact, in the smaller catechism of Canisius the name of Christ 
Occurs six times, that of the devil not once. The middle catechism 
has the name of Christ thirty-two times, that of “Satan”—for he 
always uses this word, not the more popular word “devil”—three 
times; the large catechism contains the name of Christ one hun- 
dred and three times, that of Satan only ten times.2° [py Luther's 
large catechism we found the very opposite proportion, But not 
only in the number of times in which the names are mentioned does 
the catechism of Canisius favorably differ from that of Luther, but 
more so in the power ascribed to the evil one. Luther dwells par- 
ticularly on the devil’s power over the body and the Property of man, 
Canisius speaks of Satan only as the tempter to sin. 

In 1583 a sensation was caused in Vienna by an exorcism per- 
formed on a girl. The Emperor ordered the bishop to have the girl 
exorcised. The bishop went to the college of the Jesuits and com- 
manded, as far as he could, the rector to perform the task, At last 
the tector yielded and several fathers began the exorcism which 
lasted no less than eight weeks. This affair soon became the topic 
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of conversation, and so many misrepresentations were made ie 
Father Scherer thought it necessary to deliver a special sermon on 
the recent liberation of a girl who was possessed by 12,652 aes 
Sacchini relates the story in his “Historia Societatis Jesu” (Pars. V.; 
lib. 3, p. 125), and emphasizes the fact that the rector was simply 
forced. He expresses, however, no doubt as to the truth of the con- 
fessions made by the girl and her mother. Father Scherer accepts 
with perfect faith all the silly stories about witches and exhorts the 
Mayor and the City Council to Prosecute witches and wizards, as it 
was God’s will ut tollatur malin de medio. Not all the Jesuits ap- 
proved of this sermon. The Provincial of the Upper Rhine, Father 
Bader, writes to Father General Aquaviva, “that those fathers who 
at my bidding read the sermon, were of the opinion that it scarcely 
merited the ‘imprimatur’ of the Society. I cannot under- 
stand how such unripe productions are published.”’2? 


Iv. PROCEEDINGS AT TREVEs. 


Nowhere in Germany did the frenzy of witch persecution run s° 
high as at Treves (Trier), one of the oldest towns in Germany, and 


indeed throughout the whole archdiocese. The highest officials, 
mayors, canons, deans, Parish priests 


persecution. Woe to the Priest who dared 
defense of the accused ; there was no surer sign of his own guilt than 
such pleading? The trials at Treves have been treated with special 
interest by various historians,22 The Jesuits were in various ways 
connected with the trials in Treves. Their Annual Reports for 1585 
Say: “Often have our Priests been summoned to the witches, whos¢ 
number here js Very great, and have attended them even to the place 
ie Punishment ; and through God's goodness it has been brought 
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while sitting as prisoner in the Archbishop's palace, he was visited 
by the devil, who carried him off through the air to an assembly of 
witches. There he was accused and scolded for having gone to the 
Jesuits, to which he answered he could not do otherwise.” The 
Archbishop had sent him to the Jesuits that he night be taught his 
catechism, for he was completely ignorant of Christian doctrine, 
and did not even know the Lord’s Prayer.** 
Father Thyraeus, rector of the College of Mentz, wrote to Father 
Aquaviva, in 1 587, that “a boy was kept in the college at Treves 
who denounced many women. This could easily bring the college 
into bad repute. .I have warned the rector, etc.” To this the Gen- 
eral replied that the boy should under no condition be left in the 
college. If he was to be instructed in catechism, this might be done 
in the Archbishop's palace or elsewhere.27 Other Jesuits also must 
have written complaints to Rome about the conduct of their brethren 
in Treves. For in 1586 the General Aquaviva writes to the provin- 
cial superior: “We have heard that Ours in Treves seem to meddle 
too much with the trials of witches and urge the Prince to punish 
them. Your Reverence must forbid it and give the following in- 
Structions: It may be allowed to advise the Prince in general to 
apply a remedy against sorcery, which is said to be common in that 
region, and in given cases they may admonish the witches that, when 
questioned in court, they are bound in conscience to denounce their 
accomplices. For the rest, Ours should not meddle with the forwn 
externum, further they should not urge the authorities to punish any 
one, "25 ; : 

In 1591 the provincial superior had again to write to the General 
Aquaviva: “In this college (of Treves), Father John Macherentius 
delivered some sermons in which he spoke rather sharply about the 
neglect of justice in regard to witches. The consequence was that 
the tribus (guilds) went to the Most Reverend Lord and asked that 
Justice should be administered. I have warned Ours according to 
your directions, so that, as I hope, nothing of the kind will be at- 
tempted by them.” Now it is not quite clear in which sense the 
“neglect of justice” is to be taken, whether the preacher claimed 
Justice for the poor witches or urged the Archbishop to a more 
relentless persecution. Father Duhr thinks that the latter is meant, 
as the Jesuits of Treves had repeatedly been denounced to the Gen- 
€ral by their own brethren for having encouraged these proceed- 
Ings,*9 
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The trial which has acquired most fame is that of Dr. Dietrich 
Flade, the sad story of which is admirably told by Professor Burr." 
Who was this Dietrich Flade? He had held the highest positions 
in Treves, as rector of the University, councillor to the Archbishop- 
Elector and Acting Governor (Schultheiss) of the city. His wealth 
was proverbial. The Jesuit Brouwer, who lived at the time in 
Treves, where he was for some time rector of the college and where 
he died in 1617, writes in his “Annales Trevirenses :” “By his civic 
zeal, and by his proved loyalty to his sovereign, he had earned the 
position of judge in the city; learned in public and private law, 
greatly valued for his counsels, he had won favor and fame as We 
among the Princes of the Empire and had gathered to himself 
riches.”** As City Judge, Flade had himself pronounced sentence 
against some witches. However, he must not have been over- 
zealous in such work; for Brouwer writes that “Flade heard his 
sentence from the very court whose severity he himself as judge had 
for many years restrained,’*? 

In 1587 it was whispered that an attempt had been made to be- 
witch the Elector. A boy had confessed the plot. Johann Zandt 
von Merl, who had succeeded Flade as Governor of Treves, arreste 
the boy, brought him to Treves, where he was for a time quartere 
in the electoral palace, and then by order of the Archbishop brought 
to the Jesuit college. This boy denounced the Judge of the city, 
Dr. Flade, as a wizard, and said that the Judge had attempted t? 
poison the Elector. The new Governor had a hand in this denunc!®™ 
tion. A woman from a village under the jurisdiction of Zandt, a" 
a month later a man from the same district, who had both bee 
arrested for witchcraft, accused Flade of the same crime. Both 
Witches were burnt. Zandt now started formal proceedings against 
Flade. He collected miore evidence, and at last the confessions 0 
a number of witches were laid before the appointed commissio™ 
The case of the sickly old man became desperate. He attempte¢ 
flight, but was overtaken and brought back to Treves. Under the 
legal maxims of the day this flight went far to prove Flade’s guilt. 
After a second attempt and a despairing appeal to the Elector; the 
unfortunate man was tortured. At first he remained firm, but bY 
frequently repeated tortures the confession of his own guilt and - 
a0 “TE jetri ie? Bar aL = na origin® 
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names of a number of accamplices were wrung from him. On the 
8th of September, 1589, he was first strangled and his body then 
burned to ashes.** 
On the morning of his execution, Flade was present at Mass and 
received the sacrament at the hands of the Jesuit Father Ellentz, 
This good Father had rendered much and faithful service as con- 
fessor of the witches. A pamphlet of the year 1603 says: “There 
is now no superstition as common and dangerous as the fear of 
witches. And it is to be wondered at that pious and merciful 
priests, especially those of the Society of Jesus, dare to go so much 
to the poor martyred witches in the prisons, to comfort them and to 
accompany them to the stake, as I have seen with my own eyes at 
Treves, where they spoke to the witches words of consolation in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Redeemer.”** Father Ellentz spent whole 
nights with the victims in the filthy prisons. Shortly before his 
death, in 1607, he informed the provincial that he had accompanied 
at least two hundred of these unfortunate persons to the stake, 
Similar reports were made of Fathers in Braunsberg, Ellwangen, 
Fulda, Paderborn, Speier, etc. In some places, as in Paderborn, 
the opinion was spread that those who had once sold their souls to 
the devil by compact, had no hope of salvation. The Jesuits did not 
share this view, but everywhere assisted the poor victims before 
death. In many cases they succeeded in liberating the condemned 
or accused persons.*" We have ample testimony that this service 
of administering the last consolations of religion to witches was 
most dangerous, as the zealous priests themselves fell under the sus- 
Picion of witchcraft. 

As we have heard, Soldan-Heppe has charged the Society with 
using the persecution of witches as a cloak for the punishment of 
heresy. He bases this charge largely on the history of the persecu- 
tion at Treves. “Can we doubt that the great persecution for witch- 
craft which broke out at Treves in 1586 was in part only a continua- 
tion of the persecution of Protestantism, and was one of those means 
which the sagacity of the Jesuits had invented for accomplishing the 
task for which they had been called into the land?’”** This is a most 
serious charge, but there is not a shadow of proof to substantiate it. 
Professor Burr says: “After a careful study of the documents left 
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us, I find as yet no reason to share his view. The heretics were 
indeed not yet rooted out at Trier. Persecution for heresy went 0" 
side by side with persecution for witchcraft. It would have bee? 
strange, in sooth, if the two Satanic crimes were never associated i 
fervent minds; . . . but that this suspicion was actually felt, 
or that the Jesuits ever consciously confused the two crimes, | fin 
scant evidence. . . . Atall events, Dietrich Flade was 10 Ero" 
testant. . . . All his life he had been a leader of the Catholic 
party; and his most devoted friend till death was apparently his 
Jesuit confessor, Father Ellentz.’’8 ; 

The charge made by Soldan-Heppe has been repeated by various 
writers, quite recently by Pastor Lingin, of Karlsruhe.* Professor 
Riezler had also spoken of a connection between the counter-refor™™ 
ation and the persecution for witchcraft. Attacked by Father Duh 
on this point, he defined his position more accurately by stating 
“that he never maintained the existence of a general or regular seal 
nection between the Catholic restoration and witch persecution ; be 
what he defended and still defends is, that in certain territories 
counter-reformation and witch persecution went hand in han¢- 
To this Father Duhr answers: “Considering the harsh opinion’ 
held by some Jesuits, much was possible in single cases, share 
Riezler’s latest statement cannot be rejected a priori." But gait 
Professor Riezler nor any one else has furnished the least pro? oe 
the charge against the Jesuits that they ever used witch tria!s 
persecuting Protestantism. 


H , for 
The Jesuits at Treves are evidently to be blamed, not only f 1 


their credulity in regard to witchcraft, a sentiment which they eT 
with nearly all their contemporaries, but especially for allow. 
themselves to be deceived by the ambitious and intriguing anit 
ernor Johann Zandt. Professor Burr remarks: “If it gaey 

strange that men so subtle as the Jesuit Fathers could be py 
upon by the boy accomplices of Johann Zandt, one must remem 7 
that a Justus Lipsius (the famous archzologist and critic) was sae 
then standing sponsor to the witch code of a Delrio.""? ~The iat 
of Coblenz and of Mentz did not approve the actions of theit bret i 
at Treves. If it is asked whence this difference arose, it see abe 
probable that the latter were under the influence of their ore the 
Coadjutor-Bishop Peter Binsfeld. This Bishop had studied aie 
Collegium Germanicum at Rome from 1579-76; thus he was we 
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of the Jesuits. In 1589 he published a book which had a disastrous 
influence on witch persecution. He strongly defended the credi- 
bility of the witch confessions. In his opinion: “The confessions 
of witches are either always or nearly always true.” He casts strong 
suspicions on those who make themselves “advocates of the great 
evil,” and he urges most strenuous proceedings against the witches, 
“who are nowhere to be tolerated, but to be extirpated entirely ; such 
is the will of God.’** In consequence of such principles the torture 
was used unsparingly, until all the confessions were extorted which 
the judges wanted. However deplorable the proceedings at Treves 
were, a remark of Professor Burr should not be overlooked: “It 
ought, in justice, to be added that, while the Kursiichsische Krimina- 
lordnung (1572) of Lutheran Saxony, and the Kurpfdlziches Land- 
recht (1582) of the Calvinist Palatinate, with the lesser Protestant 
codes based upon them, went beyond the Carolina‘ in making 
witchcraft, even without material injury, a capital crime when it in- 
volved dealings with the devil, Catholic Trier, spite of clerical and 
Jesuit influences, was from first to last, as to witchcraft, content to 
abide by the Caroline code.""* We do not wish to examine how far 
this “spite of” is justified ; one thing seems to be certain, that “cleri- 
cal and Jesuit influences” succeeded in keeping the witch trials at 
least within legal bounds. As the work of Bishop Binsfeld has 
been mentioned, our attention is naturally called to works of Jesuit 
theologians who treated of witchcraft and its prosecution. We have 
to speak of some Jesuits who, unfortunately, shared too much the 
views of their times and, in their works, advocated energetic meas- 


ures. 
Vv. GREGORY DE VALENTIA AND MARTIN DELRIO, 


In 1590 Duke William V. of Bavaria asked the theological and 
legal faculties of Ingolstadt for their opinion about the extirpation 
of witchcraft, which began to threaten Bavaria. Duke William was 
determined to adopt all means to overcome this evil. The verdict 
of the two faculties was to the following effect: “The judges should 
study the witch trials of the Bishoprics of Augsburg and Eichstadt, 
further the Malleus maleficarum and the book of Binsfeld; the Duke 
should make it a penal offense not to denounce every one suspected 
of witchcraft; the torture could be applied more promptly than in 
other trials.” The judgment is signed by four jurists and four theo- 
logians. Among the latter are two Jesuits, Matthias Mairofer and 


Gregory of Valentia. 
“Of the distinguished theologian, Gregory de Valentia, we possess 


43 See Burr, p. 12, seq. Duhr, “Stellung,” pp. 29-30. 
44 The imperial code of Charles V., which provided that torture should be used. 
45 Page 11. 
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other utterances on this subject which do him no credit.”*° Born 
and educated in Spain, he taught philosophy in Rome and theology 
for twenty-four years at Dillingen and Ingolstadt, and was very in- 
fluential at the court of Munich. In 1595 appeared his work 0? 
theology which gave him the name of one of the greatest theologians 
of the sixteenth century.“7 He treats on witehoraft in the thir 
volume of his work.’ The chapter bears the title: “On the Duty 
of Magistrates Concerning the Punishment of Witchcraft.” The 
introduction says: “From the very outset it cannot be doubted that 
magistrates are strictly obliged to examine and punish witchcraft.” 
He endeavors to prove this obligation from Scripture (Exodus xxiin 
Deuteronomy xiii., Romans xiii.). “Especial diligence is necessary 
when the evil prevails in the neighborhood. If the magistrates are 
careless, the evil can quickly assume immense proportions to the 
incredible detriment of individuals and the whole state. It will be 
most useful for the judges to examine the minutes of witch trials 
conducted in the neighborhood. Besides, it will be most peneficia 
to study books written on this subject, iver all the Mallews malel 
carum and the work of Peter Binsfeld on ‘witch-confessions-’ AS 
this evil is of common occurrence and, on account of its gravity 
difficulty, often causes trouble to the consciences of magistrates an 
judges, I wish to treat of a few points in detail. : 

1. How shall the judicial inquiry be conducted? 

When it is thought that this evil exists in a certain locality, 
first of all expedient to make a general inquiry, and command all by 
public edict, and under a definite penalty, to denounce within a ce” 
tain time what they know, what they have seen or heard. Then @ 
special inquiry can be made by examining in particular those who 
have been denounced or are otherwise suspected or by interrogating 
witnesses about such persons. But in order to ‘conditct this speci@# 
inquiry legally, some points must necessarily be observed. Acct 
ing to law, no one can be examined unless he is suspected of this 
offense, either on account of public infamy for this very crime: oF 
on account of semi-sufficient evidence (semiplenam probationent)» or 
on account of grave indications (indicia). The infamy must be haset 
upon the opinion of several upright men. The semi-sufficient evi- 
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dence exists when the incontrovertible testimony of one man, omy 

exceplione maius, is added to the deposition of the accuser OF rad 

former. The indicia must be stich as can of themselves create the 
suspicion of this offense... 
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2. How can witchcraft be recognized? 

A witch can be recognized (1) from her own confession, if she 
admits the performance of acts pertaining to witchcraft; (2) from the 
confessions of those who are guilty of the same crime and have in- 
formed on others; (3) from the admitted possession of a writ which 
hands over the soul to the devil, after the person has renounced her 
faith in Christ; or from the impression of a certain mark (stigma) 
which is usually conferred on witches; (4) from the possession of 
certain poisons, sacred hosts, toads, human limbs, waxen figures 
pierced with needles; (5) from having been convicted of habitually 
invoking the devil; for having threatened evil to another, such as a 
disease or a certain spell that later on befell that person ; (6) from the 
testimony of witnesses who saw the accused besmear animals, which 
afterwards died, with poison or a salve ; for having done the same to 
children or others. These tests are given by Bodinus, Spina 
and Binsfeld. A prudent and diligent judge can add other signs,*® 
especially from former witch trials and from the Malleus maleficarum. 

But as witchcraft is practised secretly, the guilt of witches is more 
easily recognized from their own confession legitimately extorted by 
inquiry or by torture, or from the testimony of others, or, lastly, 
from the denunciation obtained by the use or threats of torture. 
However, torture is not to be employed unless several denounce the 
same person, or unless other evidence is added to the denunciation 
of one informer. In the trials the judges must abstain from the 
use of illicit means, such as false promises of immunity, if the 
accused should confess; from false statements, such as the asser- 
tion that the accused has been previously denounced by other 
witches ; most of all from the so-called water test® or other supersti- 


tious means. ’ 
3. What are the signs and presumptions 
ing and torturing a person ? 
The above mentioned signs or tests are here enumerated. 
4. How are persons to be denounced, arrested and punished ? 
Towards the end of this paragraph, Gregory says: “When the 
judicial process has been observed and the guilt according to law 
and custom sufficiently established, the sentence is pronounced. 


Such criminals are rightly condemned to death, according to canon 


law ? 

What is the nature of the proceedings? 

“First, the same method is to be followed as in other causes in 
which there is question of life and death: the accused is to be given 
an advocate. Secondly, whilst witches are detained in prison spir- 
| 40°This was a fatal clause, as it opened the door ‘to arbitrary decisions of the 


judge, - : 
80 the witches were thrown into water, hands and feet closely tied; if they 


swam, it was a proof of guilt. 


that suffice for imprison- 


490 American Catholic Quarterly Review. 
itual remedies should be at hand against the attacks of the devil: 
holy water, crucifixes, etc.; priests should exercise their functions 
to reconcile them to God. Thirdly, after the death sentence no 
denial of the condemned is to be accepted. Fourthly, before execu- 
tion they should be diligently prepared to receive the sacraments 
worthily.” 

This is a short extract of Gregory’s principles concerning witch 
prosecution. In nearly every detail he quotes the authority of Bins- 
feld, on whom he absolutely relies. His doctrine sounds frightful 
to us, and proves what sway the superstition held over the minds of 
men. How otherwise could a man, known as a profound thinker, 
give such advice? In justice to the man, however, it must be added 
that several of his principles, for instance, that a defense # to be ad- 
mitted, that the witnesses must be trustworthy, that the denuncia- 
tion of one witness is not sufficient for employing torture, unless 
other proofs strengthen the case, were considered too lenient by 
most judges. It is certain, therefore, that Valentia did not wish t0 
advocate injustice. Still it must be said that his expositions prove 
disastrous. . 

Worse was the book of another Spanish Jesuit, Father Martin 
sso of soetnal and aoc Ee No 1 omar are aebo 
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ete. We might laugh at such silly credulity, if it had not borne suc!l 
sad consequences. Delrio states that zeai for the glory of God ted 
him to write the book. THe says: “Judges are bound under pain 
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of mortal sin to condemn witches to death who have confessed their 
crimes ; any one who pronounces against the death sentence is rea- 
Sonably suspected of secret complicity ; no one is to urge the judges 
to desist from the prosecution, nay, it is an indicium of witchcraft to 
defend witches, or to affirm that witch stories which are told as cer- 
tain are mere deceptions or illusions. One does not avoid what one 
defends. In fact, such protectors have mostly been found out to be 
accomplices of witchcraft, as, for instance, Flade,”** whom Binsfeld 
had so stoutly opposed. Indeed, Binsfeld had expressly said in the 
first edition of his book (1589) “that he prints it in the hope of dis- 
Pelling a skepticism which hindered the punishment of witches in 


"54 


his own home. 
Delrio tells us that he wrote his book above all for the benefit of 


the judges, “ut judicibus consulam.” His advice must have been 
most welcome to many eager witch persecutors, who now heard that 
they were on the right track ; whilst others, who were more inclined 
to leniency, were frightened by the thought of neglecting their duty 
and running the risk of being personally suspected. Yet even 
Delrio advocated some mitigation of what was commonly practised, 
He exhorts the judges to proceed carefully lest the innocent should 
suffer; it were better, he says, that one hundred culprits remained 
Unpunished than that one innocent person should be condemned; 
every judge should remember that there was a higher judge above 
lim, who one day would judge him.** The torture is to be applied 
only when the evidence is quite conclusive. He rejects the validity 
of certain evidence commonly accepted, as the fear and trembling 
of the accused; he condemns as cruelty the distinction made by 
Sprenger in the Malleus maleficarwn that the repetition of the torture 
was merely a continuation of it. The torture was to be used, at 


the most, only three times. No new cruelties were to be invented. 
» Only : 5 : 
ith the description which a Protestant theologian, 


A comparison w: i : ; D8 
Meyfart,** gives us of the exquisite cruelties practised at his time, 


when people were burnt with sulphur, seething oil, etc., makes it 
evident that Delrio’s recommendations amounted to a considerable 
Mitigation of the usual proceedings. Most important were the fol- 
lowing principles: “1. The confession wrung from a person by 
torture is null and void, and a death sentence cannot be based on it. 
2. The testimony of accomplices, no matter how numerous, cannot 
alone be the basis of a condemnation. I know that the opposite 
View is held more commonly. 3. By all means a counsel for defense 
Must be granted ; the witches are mostly illiterate people, who cannot 
defend themselves, therefore others must defend them.” Protestant 
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jurists at Coburg who followed this more lenient course, and granted 
a defense, were on that account attacked by the Coburg Protestant 
preachers. Then the jurists appealed to Delrio’s work, which advo- 
cated this mitigation. In many courts the torture was used eight, 
ten or twelve hours, whereas Delrio forbids the use of it beyond one 
hour. 

Still all these circumstances did not prevent the book from being 
most baneful in its principal tendency, and from being the source 0 
unspeakable evil, as appears from hundreds of trials, in which Delrio 
is referred to as the recognized author who declares legitimate the 
harsh measures used against witches,37 

Diefenbach endeavors to extenuate the charge against the Cath- 
olic theologians, Sprenger, Binsfeld, Delrio and others, by saying 
that their works were written for the learned world and in Latin, 
whereas Protestant preachers wrote mostly in the vernacular, ad- 
dressing themselves directly to the people." This palliation can 
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Catholics, the Jesuits indeed urged witch persecution, whilst such 
Conduct was exceptional in the secular clergy, we find this dismal 
activity (of urging the persecution) more frequently among 
Lutheran preachers."°? That it is an unwarrantable generalization 
to say “the Jesuits” will appear from the next paragraphs, where we 
shall meet Jesuit theologians who, even at a great personal risk, 
strenuously combated the witch persecution. And one of them, the 
heroic Father Frederick Spe, did more than any other man to put 
an end to the horrible trials. 


VI. ADAM TANNER AND PAUL LAYMANN. 


The two Spanish Jesuits, Gregory de Valentia and Delrio, were 
soon opposed by the most distinguished Jesuit theologian of the 
age in Germany, Adam Tanner. Born at Innsbruck, 1572, he taught 
in Ingolstadt, Munich, Vienna and Prague. His “Theologia Scho- 
lastica” appeared in 1624. In treating of the angels in the first 
volume he mentions witches. He asks: what is to be thought of 
“Witch sabbaths?” Ie adduces two opinions; the one, that witches 
could not ride out at all; the other, “the common and true opinion 
of Catholic theologians,” that witches were sometimes carried by the 
devil to nightly meetings. But against Delrio Tanner holds that 
Women, who say or believe that they have been taken to witch 
sabbaths, suffer in most cases from illusions. He proves this espe- 
cially from the fact that stich women pretend to have been changed 


into cats, mice, birds. “This is evidently absurd, as neither angel nor 
J , ™ 


. s 163 
devil could transform man into an animal. . 
Tanner treats more fully of witchcraft in the third volume. He 


warns emphatically against the hasty and uncritical proceedings 
manifested in trials. He firmly maintains the falseness of the objec- 
tion advanced by several theologians, especially Binsfeld and Delrio, 
that God would not permit the condemnation of innocent persons. 
He attacks in several paragraphs the dangerous practice of accept- 
ing the confessions of tortured witches as grounds for indicting those 
whose names were thus revealed. Here again he vigorously assails 
Binsfetd, Delrio, Gregory de V: alentia and others, and aaye = _ 
Pernicious practice caused many innocent persons to bas torture a 
condemned, “For it is morally certain that, under the ee ° 
the torture, the accused say anything to be relieved irom ba 
frightful sufferings.”"! . Tanner does not deny the ea oO 
Witchcraft in some cases, nor does he condemn the witch oe a 
Such. But he condemned the trials as they were conducted, and he 
demanded so many modifications and so much caution, that, if his 
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principles had been followed, few, if any, witches would have been 
burned. He demands that penitent witches should not be burnt, but 
receive ecclesiastical penances, like those imposed in the early 
Church ; he advises all to have recourse rather to spiritual weapons: 
profession of faith, prayers, good education of children, Christian 
instruction by sermons and catechism, suppression of cursing and 
bad talk, ete. By such means, he says, witcheraft could be extit- 
pated much more effectively than by trials. It would be unfair to 
blame Tanner for not having absolutely condemned trials for witch- 
craft. On the contrary, we must admire him for daring to advo- 
cate such moderation against so many theologians and jurists. 
Binsfeld, Delrio, Carpzoy (the famous Protestant jurist in Saxony) 
and others declared such advocates of leniency suspect of witchcraft. 
Indeed Father Spe writes that two inquisitors of a powerful Prince 
threatened to place Tanner on the rack if they should lay hold of 
him.*° 

Tanner was considered b 
most pious theologians. N 
Undoubtedly his views exer 
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denunciation had been wrung from the witches by forme eis 
mann is altogether against this practice. “When a witch asserts ark 
from hatred or from fear of torture, she has denounced aah Be 
Sons, the confessor must tell her that she is under the gravest ee 
tion to retract her false denunciation before the judge, eee 
may fear to be tortured again on account of her po ae se 
ever, she must not be urged to retract if there eg do 
judge will believe her retractation. For ordinari tion whether the 
not listen to any such retractation. As . asi se feld Delrio and 
judge is bound to consider these retractations) a eee 
the majority of authors answer in the negatiy vvasitats the solemn 
retractation, made outside of court, cannot m d before the judge 
denunciation made under torture and confirmed be 
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which they have not committed, * a es fallen.” Further, “a 
; ‘ pareernra | rhich th £ has ap- 
igno misery into W torture, or a 
rll eer after the judge threatens es is valid only if 
plied it, must be considered null. * pens If the accused has 
made woltsnearilyy without any fear { tortured to see whether a 
is to D followe 
fre ; ny one, she is to 2 had been fo , 
co er i is Sad ame been denounced 
inst ane he ite, very few witches wou’ 
stead of the opposite, ’ 


ena Chiatl tom to put 
Tit. hristian Cus) 
t “it isa Cl 
and burnt. Laymann says also er the condemned when they are 


st f ithow 
a bag of powder around the oe tormented too long and without 
burnt, ti hey may no 
» that thus they ’ P 
elief.”7 ith Tanner against 
“ ella ages Laymann Go ae ees Wherever 
i pr passages ° ilder tre . 
Bir ep ca and pleads for a milder he follows these two 
h word 1s appears shocking; leficarum. In one 
© , U . J 2 ma 3 
a aes of the Afallews use all caution lest any 
ee -ts the judges t0 , unished 
Passage he earnestly exhorts to let go unp 


“Tt is better : 
smned, “It is bet ; are inno- 
Mnoeent person be condemne aa unjustly any who " 


: on 
Some who are guilty than to ¢ 


“p, tbid, quaestio jii,, n. 24-26. 
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cent. Hence Chri 4 
Nnrist said: < 

= perhaps gathering - Royal cockle grow with the wheat, 
Ogether with it’ ’72 7 ckle, you r 

2 af. 2 3 B root u 2 yy] jso 

Layniaiet’s worl d : From these and many sn oneal in 

when he says: Se that Professor Riecier % baie - ustified 

Alunich Jesuit does not deserve the cana 


g shania system, and, in 

Sreat part th severer view."73 It is true 

two editio ‘ the prevaili ; 1S x 
ns of “ 2 ling sy P 

his Theologia Soun hi stem, but even in the first 

he considerably modified it, 


hich followed. 


dicu dicus Proce 
ee furnished fie Contra Sagas.” This “Jur 
ew month: areume i 
A s ea ge. sgument, : ms 
Mm an unexpected m ago this difficulty was ¢ = ne Lay Dat 
third editi anner. Jn ¢] olved by Father Dut 
10n of his “Tj he year 1629 Laymany 5 
h Se Af 29 Laym: the 
cologia Moralis,” in whi 8 pablisiet ae 
1¢ requires 


tion in the tri 
Tials evi 
en more 
; an in the first two edi 
Ss 


ions, Bu in the ne year ear Zz 
18 1€ san app 
if tl eda work in Aschaffen : 


Quirin Bot 
Zer, who 
se full tit] 
ey op, 2 
zs think § Tractatus Novus de Process# 
erers, with gre eon Juridical process against 
at diligence and solid arguments 


ed under sundry titles.” 
— was printed at Cologn® 
Processu Juridico,” 1 Processus” ae ition only by the first wore 
Idi 32 ste; rT: 
advocated throy ah, Indeed in this ad of “Tractatus Novus ¢° 
1g) work ° ” 
on, and Tanner’. rout, the value and n tk the severer views 
aS €cessity of tor wo eof 
eni ° orture are insist© 


Father 
her Duhr Points out the ui 


seconc i ef e 1 
le litio ? q } nor 
C na nue. t 


unintelligily] ; 
Sibie, nay, a the thi : 
honesty publish ry monstrosity, to th; td. Is it not altogether 
leniency ag: Jsied two works in the hink that a man of know? 
gains igs same year meee 
ae sit t the Prevailing practj ame year, advocating in one 
QU. OS, a 88 ices, and in the other urging th? 
SSS oo 
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“es ea, practices which he had condemned in the first? Besides, 
he a eae of which the “Juridicus Processus” is supposed to 
Seg ble ation has never been found. Further, the work is, according 
a oo hoe ‘nas sundry titles in the transla- 
sion are Laymann’s ab OS. had ere pie an 
co: 

ncluded that Laymann could not be the author of the “Processus 
: uridicus Contra Sagas,” although all the Bibliographies of the 
Ociety, also that of Sommervogel, ascribe it to him. Careful re- 
earch brought forth weighty extrinsic reasons which corroborate 


this conjecture. Professor Riezler then attacked Father Duhr 
horship of the 


or said that all his objections against Laymann’s aut 
5 ‘Tocessus” were insignificant. (“Hist. Zeitsch., 1900, P- 256.) 
till a striking discovery proved the correctness of Father Duhr’s 


POsition. 
Father Duhr had conjectured that a second edition of the “Pro- 
Cessus” existed, probably without the name of Laymann. Many 
Jin and Munich. At 


libraries were searched, especially those of Ber! j 
brary of Mentz. It is of the very 


last a copy was found in the City Li 

Year 1629, published by the same Quirin Botzer, and is called the 

“Posterior et Comechior Editio.” What is most remarkable is the 

fact that the whole correction consists in the omission of Father Lay- 

mann’s name, both on the title pase and in the dedication. The first 

“Carefully and diligently written in Latin through 
5 Jogum et Juris Canonici 


P. Paulum Laymann, Societatis Jesu Theologun 
1 e second edition. Consequently 


Doctorem.” ‘This is left out in th | 
Father Duhr concluded: 1. Father Laymann never wrote a Latin 
Work, “Processus Juridicus Contra Sa. 2, The German ue 
under that title was not written by Laymann, but by some other 

ann’s authority. 3. The pub- 


author, who frequently quotes Laymann ee 
lisher used Laymann’s name as an advertisement, as he was the most 
i , Against these con- 


Tenowned writer on Moral Theology at the time: a 
clusions Professor Riezler argued negatively: If this had been the 
7 t this abuse of his 


Case, Father Laymann would have protested gaits ne 
Name either in the later editions of his ‘Theologia Moralis’ or 


Ss iv nt holds good only if we 
Omewhere else.” Such a negative argumet 2 ) 


Possess all the relative documents, especially all the letters on the 
Subject. But something must have happened shortly after the pub- 
ication of the first edition; for the second edition appears in the 
Same year by the same publisher as “Editio Correctior, ee 
Merely the name of Father Laymann as author. The publisher 
Would not have taken this steP except for most weighty reasons, as 

e best recommenda- 


the cae 
_€ name of the distinguished t 
? pp. 56-59, and 
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gas.” 


heologian was th 
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~#Tpnsbrucker The 
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tion of the book. What i 
: hat is more 
the protest of F; natural than the co i 
tre pteartile ather Laymann, or of his friends, w ener a 
Pg g name and putting an end to the f aa Beis sean 
n the meanti raud P75 
Professor oe crate - the book seems to have been found 
(agen: wo) Bs, wi, ant Fl) Skat, ascot oe "BR Zeitschrift” 
niensis” (1 hat, according to the “Bibli o- 
rales OF ten ae Hartzheim (p. 182) eee ce 
Pastor in Bonn, by a anonymously by Dr. ievdennmes Canon and 
Based on these facts es the Prince-Archbishop, at Cologne 1629.” 
Se ee sce Duhr’s latest conclusio pry ? 
= vaaallae seer sped ti Tocessus Juridicus” never ate - me 
of Lay 4 that title must defini ae 
ee 's works.7¢ nitely be struck from the list 
rofessor Binz, as 4 
cessus” wrote in ‘eon me es authorship of the “Pro- 
among the few that ha 96: “Laymann ca coned 
atone ph had more enlightened views a be a 
But even this is only to have strenuousl sal iooi 
ro means something in the aly advocsited caute 
rocessus” can no longer | century of Carpzovs.”" As 
be attributed to Laymann, he noW 


undoubtedly ranks hi or secu 
: anks oO. 
bon IK igher amongst the opponents of witch pr 

s Pr witch p ecur 


II, THE CA 
UTIO CRIMINALIS Or FREDERICK 
V p K SPE. 


In the vear 
year 1631, at the ti 
» at the time when the persecution had reached its 


height, a li 
a lit : 
“Cautio dd of four hundred page 
- minalis ges appeare “ae: 
tion in criminal wh de Processibus Conca ihe oe = a 
¢ a : e 
necessary for the abies. or a book on witch mae ‘ mt a 
i st i 7 
cillors and confessors ick of Germany, and most ern If mene 
fessors of the accused princes, inquisitors judges 4 sen aie 
s R Ts, eS 
known Roman Theolo: preachers and others Ww Ube ated . n 
a eolopian 2? Ss. Write ; ine 
Sue a Gialieriiing Cem CO ee § ritten by an © 
i stinguished Germa r was the Jesuit Frederick 
prave opponent of witel man poet, but much more f. the 
work, we must brie ch prosecution. In order amous a5 
Frederick § tiefly sketch the author's lif der to appreciate ths 
ck Spe (or r’s life 
Lata r 5 é ; 
Kaiserswerth, near Di pee) von Langenfeld?s t 
» near Diisseldorf, Rhineland a™ was born 159%, © 
~ a and. He w: ‘ 
as the scion of am 


B Tr 
76 “Inns! 


“Jawgiver 


of Saxony” (1666) 
of diabolical { bot the dental, of. 
but the denial of the rey 
he pro 
here is 2" 
iE number 
ff CarpZov 


that judge 


Hansen ® 


rinciple 
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old i i 
noble family, of which one branch survives in the Counts von 


Saltire or thirteen years old, Frederick was sent to the Jesuit 
ental a —— After having completed the course, he en- 
eerie sry of Jesus, 1610, nearly twenty years of age. The 
feeckt Gee ars step is expressed ina letter to Father Mutius Vitel- 
deske's neral of the Society. In touching terms he explains his 
rape 0 go on foreign missions: “From early childhood a secret: 
oeal pene me, which, in spite of all attempts to smother it, 
Levin woke again and again: India has wounded my heart. In my 
in ian games this thought occupied my mind; my parents sought 
se to divert me from it. This thought, and hardly anything 

, has led ‘me to this Society. - - knees I write this 


; On my 
nates begging, for the love of Christ, to be sent to the place where 
my heart is; but only, if it be the w h I seek to fulfil 


; iI] of God, whicl 
with such burning love that T cannot imagine anything so hard, so 
willing to 


low, so painful, which I am not V bear under His guid- 
ance,” Another mission awaited him, in which pain and suffering 
should not be wanting. 

Spe was a a a the Society at Treves, 1611-1612, studied 
Philosophy at Wiirzburg 1613-15, then taught four years in Jesuit 
colleges, In 1620 he went to the University of Mentz to study 
theology. His zeal could not be satisfied with this study and he 

d him to post- 


began to write, but the General of the Society advise 
Pone the publication of these works. After his studies Spe taught 


Floral Theology at Paderborn, Cologne and Treves."® From Pader- 
born complaints were repeatedly sent to Rome against Spe, and in 


1631, in the middle of the scholastic years he was deposed from his 
without sufficient investigation 


office by the rector of the college, 
ained to the General, and it seems 


into his conduct” Spe comp! ; p 
that nothing of importance could be found against him, as the gen- 
eral wrote to Spe: “I think you have been unjustly denounced to 
si lifficulty Spe was to find 


vever, not the last ¢ 
derstandings happen also among 


Cc of the same religious order cannot surprise any One who has a 
“nowledge of human nature. “Tt is especially the lot of sharply 
Marked characters to offend others and to be misunderstood, pat- 
ticularly by such as, caring more for smaller concerns and trifles, 
eee as, caring: ; 

ee lose sight of higher viewpoln 


S a ” 

ie Avlapaie Tt was, hov 

Within Ws : 
ithin his own order. That misun 


vei Fathe 


a 


+ Reiffenberg, who 
. 2 


me. : i 
9 Tis lectures on moral theology sete, Ke ous work of Rather Busenbaums 
ee Medulla Th clogiae Morals: av 

: Medulla TMs Hermann Nun- 


are 
5 . They are embodie 
i ihe introduction to his 
4, approved authors, @2? 
. ck Spe, to whom 
AY & source for St. Alpho 
‘he bie on Frederick Spe; 7 
‘. 


among whom are r 1 

a Ss Thus Spes neler ae 
i rali ee Father 

and most modern “moralists, | 5¢ ° 
Setzer and Welte’s Kirchenlexikon” (2 ed.}, 
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wrote a history of seg 
“through Gods eo to which Spe belonged, says that 
bocadit need frais be a Spe had always superiors, whose opin- 
phpeinersr + eng ae who censured many of his doings and never 
Moana Canic in ke the Professions? He experienced, like St. 
From 16s 35 S such struggles are the most difficult of all.” 
Sioa oe 
Here he had higrons bis Te Professor of Moral Theology at Trev 
Tt was during the Thirty Yer $a religious, here he was also to end it. 
F y Years’ \V ; Hae 
i for Germany, that the pam “i the geriatl ink greatest ium Te 
ters, eh 4 the cit shop-Elector of Treves had treacht 
nated Cardinal Richelj d nomli- 
, Bhip, The ree as Coadjutor and successor in the Electo™ 
the streets of the city PA entered Treves, a fierce battle ensued i 
- Spe hastened to the scene, administered the 


sacraments to tl i 
he dy i 
ying, carried the wounded on his shoulders 


places of safety, dr 
; , dresse ie 
soldiers and secured as theis wounds, begged alms for the capture 
fever broke out in the os ty es many of them Then a pestilentia 
the sick and dyi y. Spe was i ra ani 
dyi as indefat p -yice 

public fanaa ts. brought them food and saeibiedine eee the 

© the hospitals and the Vane Ae ick 

ses of the sick 


hovel was too wretched 
Maver aire ched, no sick 1 A 
un “i for him ; neither filth nor a er re 
ssisting the poor : 


y and the Electorate to France, a0 


anger of infection could detet oe 
ae 


war and ick i i 
ives At last he was al as sick in their spiritual and bor 
a victim of his zeal and d by the fever, and died August 7: 2 
Church,” where the pla charity, He was eet in aie «Jesuit 
4 ce le 4 
Here lies Frederick Spe.” 1s marked with the humble inscti 


German li 
an literat 
., ure o . 
tions of the se wes to S 
he sever Pe one of tl : d 
rn. atee the be: atical pro 
Trutz-Nachtigall Fy Cte, ore His little Se i eet 
songs full of : te Nightingale,” ‘cite 
5 war : gale,’’s3 :  exquisit 
merits: are ee Sweetness, mete ae eats many og 
ted by and devotion. tS: 3 
ae Protestants ee camo critics of ag set airere”™ 
work has met wi as well as Cy sore e s 
et with of as Catholics,s4 . rose 
Tt i Ss) \ a pr 
Tugendbuch). Tr ti eat praise, “Virtue’s Gol Another Lon ee 
“Faith, Hope a devotional work 8 Go den Book” (G1! 
a spirit of fie a Charity, the esse Die Bives instractior 
aith, a burnin: ssence of perfection.” -eathe 
: ni 1 erfe t brea 
come from a heart eee love for God a seme ‘i : can on 
Ji Neeply , an, which “ 
No less a man than ‘ive —— with the sevice sl i“ Christianity: 
rn i greg asa t * 
admit er of this little ect a rotestant Leibniz os : enthusias 
a "ae Ble at Z Was an s 
(liber plane divinus) Te writes: «Tt = 1 1 jivine pook 
y a wholly di An 
Chris 


tians. JT +4 
Ss. In my opini 1 it were j 
y Opinio: vere in the hands of all cl 
ping 
@ 


uc" 


Lit is or 
S$ one of t 
85 the most solid and most touc 


— _In this beautiful little work SPE 


Jesuit, Or a 


hg that his book « 


antingale- 


8 
Foon . 
sings sweetly as a ni 


Aititude of the Jesuits in the Trials for Witchcraft. 501 
for the poor victims of witch 


gives expression to his compassion 
the torments of the innocent 


persecution. He describes vividly 
persons, and then addresses to his soul the question, whether it be 
not willing to render them consolation and assistance. The answer 
is: “Certainly, most certainly. God knows how grieved I am for 
not being able to help them. Methinks I would fain kneel down and 
offer mine own head to be struck off, if therewith T could save them. 
Oh my most merciful Lord! how canst Thou suffer that Thy crea- 
tures are thus tormented? I implore Thee through Thy holy blood 
which flowed in Thy tender body, come and help all the innocent 
and oppressed, that they may not despair. Enlighten those placed 
in power that they may diligently see how they judge, and that jus- 
tice be not turned into cruelty and ungodliness. Would that I were 
able to go around to all creatures and visit the poor prisoners! Oh 
my God! how I should like to do this and to comfort all heartily, to 
encourage them, and to render them all service and love for the sake 
of Christ my Lord!"*° These were the sentiments which prompted 
Spe to write the “Cautio Criminalis.” ; 

A man, burning with such heroic love for his fellow-men, must 
have been deeply moved at the horrors of witch persecution. At 
Paderborn, perhaps for a short time also at W tirzburg and in wae 
Places, Spe had heard the confessions of witches and accompanie 


them to the stake.*? 

In his “Cautio”®* he says: «T assert and confirm under oath that 
Tnever f the accused guilty; the sam® hays heard nee 
er found one 0: een, all possible pains to 


two other theologians; and yet i hens 
ascertain the ruth.” Leibniz writes in a letter that one day (prob- 


ably in the year 1627), Philip von Schénborn, ae sleep 
later on Bishan of that city, asked Spe why his La ha ih vie y 
before the time. The father replied: "Ts ee a ei - ee 
Whom I have accompanied to the stake. ; _ =r, age : of all 
pressed his surprise at this answe! Spe explained: sp 


i i t one of them was guilty. I 
investigations I could not find tha Bee 

‘ ained with heart- 
Possessed their perfect confi¢ mplained wi 


fence, and all cot ; 
i z f the judges, an 
rending sobs about the wickedne judges, 


ss and injustice 0! 
i i 3od as witness of their innocence. 
in their last needs they called on Go é ; 
This frightful, oft-repeated spectacle has so shocked me that I have 
lista ae nay." 
apt enanirely em Dubia or questions. He answers 


The “Cautio” tains fifty-one 
autio” con ar ‘d ; ie “vy oft 
them | ‘ ferring frequently to Tanner’s opinions, and very often 
by referring Cee ee 
ee 
das confessor of the witches 
aa a jest he spent only a 


86 Duhr, “eg. , 125. i P 
ee Tbe tietorteal works it 18 said that ort ie for as pri 
chiefly at Wurzburg. But ¢his_is har IY Jane,” yp. 2L et 57. 
very short time at Wiiszburg- See Dubr, “HP® pp. 

88 “Dubium,” 30 


89 Duhr, “Spe,” p- 21 
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as come ety because Anica It is said they 
i t in the 4 are tormented by the il. 
omini P 
4ppeara minion of a certail 
ily, now o ee of piety. Priests, 
mit it altogether, or celebrate 


prince 


ry 5S ilty 
Persor mon 
als ey F 
How casi four or five thaler (dollar 
¥ can justice be violate’ ou 
ape th 
e re: ay 
«at all; for Me tac by leaving all cate 
€s cannot always rely of the 


Ness of 
FA inces 


their officials. The Pt 
‘ = hawking and punting: 
— re at i not personally exami 
used, if they he If the princes s4W he 
Y beheld with their ow” i 


© prir e 
a tort 
ntere €s do ure 
Sted ; no a » ther 
in the pr hear the € would soon be ewe! 
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tter an emphatic protest; three times 


taken the pen in my hand to u 
sitof mine? But woe, that so many 


I dropped it, for what business i 


gee whose business it is, are silent. 

: 4 

re ~ won ir. Is : credible that God has permitted innocent persons 
ndemned? Against Binsfeld and Delrio I answer with Tan- 


n 

wine ne ame and pious men: there is no doubt that God has 

ya ak y own experience proves it. I have heard confes- 

pee : c “i in various places and not even found one who was 

as 4 a could not go against the courts, it is easy to imagine 

ee : at seeing these innocent persons die, Also for other 
ons it is certain that many innocent people were burnt, on 


ace Hy + 3 
ount of the imprudence or wickedness of the judges, the cruel 
e inane evidences, etc.; and in spite of 


application of the torture, th 

“sien we are to believe with Delrio that God will soon reveal the 
ocence of any one who has been condemned unjustly? True 

enough, He reveals their innocence, but after they have been burnt 


to ashes! 

Dubiwm 12. Trials it 
sons are to be stopped. 

Dubium 13. I repeat with Tanner Christ's p' 
cockle grow,” etc. 

Dubium 17. Is a 
the question, but I am force 


affirmative, as natural law an 


1 which there is any danger for innocent per- 


arable: “Let the 


wed? Iam ashamed of putting 

The answer is evidently 
ve every one the right of 
he crime of which one is 
en exectited, because 


defense to be allo 
d to do so. 


d reason gi 
the greater # 


defense, and this the more, 
accused. How many innocent people have be 
fense was given them! 
horities to persecute 


no opportunity for de 
re they that urge the aut! 


Dubium 15. Who a 
witches? Answer as above (p. 478)- 
Dubinm 16. How can injustice be prevented? Above all by 2p- 
ioht judges, who not only look at the 
+1 doubtful cases, always 


pointing learned, prudent, uprig 
letter of the law, ason, ee 
Iges presuppose the 


but follow ré 
decide in favor of the a But now the Ju" 
or wrong means. 


ccused. 
guilt of the accused a” 
be given and the property 


Besides no extra fee is to nes, Now the 
of the accused must not be co a saceinnt 
saying is: “The easiest means pees ais 
Witches.” Further, a8 the Caroline Cod { satisfactory, 

Z g ittle as possible to the 


I ‘ i 
mperial Law must be made wi his law not only 


discretion of the judges. te tf d physicians.” 
jurists are to be consulted, but also _ oeriehtep demande of Falke 
a ~__—apkable an ee in former ver 
Tg nm of ee sy ttl fl tf ie 
ascri u LOW “are really . nt ti i 
iene to diabolical mer Sr eluded what ably in pectoral ne arc 
due attenti though Foal Medicine a ; Legal ota ghead of his age. j 
all'events, there ean be no doubt Fiat this man We 
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If this is 
not don ees 
altogether, on account of pieprnc Aa left but to abolish the trials 
cries to heaven. Al any innocent per: 
" . ast means i ‘ persons whose blood 
Dubium 18. Therefore pes is the punishment of unjust judges 
facilitated i nse is not = ges. 
in every only to be grante 
priest showed tie jiclawe ton But what is done? oy eee 
of their proceedings an rom the minutes of the trials the injustice 
; : a 
exetiited, aud the priest ie consequence was that the ac a vere 
The same is said to h was once for all forbidden to sini = 
dares to admonisl ea happened to several ot! cee ss 
reason I d sh the judges, he is suspe other priests. If one 
but give ie wre publish this work whi resid himself, For this 
e it only é . 
name: for the y to a few friends; hase T have written long ag 
: , ver ; 
hae eae d example of Tanner, wh ver, they must conceal mY 
and dees oe many, terrifies ane Oe worthy and prudent treatise 
x ince : i 5 
tae Seco rial without defense is null 
- Also councillors and confess make restitution for the damage 


this duty ar : 
are & , or: ¥ : 
y are guilty, $8 who fail to give warning ° 


Dubium . 
: 19. Priest 
. sts sh 
sion of their guilt. [| 4 not press the accused ¢ ; 
Haat 5 he: ‘ ¢ d to make ¢ - 
priests do so. WI : ar some ignor : make con es 
also for tl lat a responsibilit ant, imprudent, indiscrect 
those who c ; y, not 
. on ‘ , onl : 
hearing the confessior nMussion them with thi peel aie le 
jurist praised a priest " ha witches. Lately = hcg office © 
i who y at a ban 1S 
witches) for having obtair had accompanied to ti quet, a fame i 
that they would acknowl ned from all accused ue take warty oa 
stated on the rack, as oer everything in 1a borat: the promis¢ 
a ees eae 
and they would have to ei he would not t ession that they 
I 7 ie like hear their feogsiOl 
reed persons were compell ee dogs, without the ci a? : 
worthy pair united ed to utter falsel sacraments. Thus 
went to the prisor oe Such a judge ar - hoods even in confession 
n ‘ ge an 
quotes from Ecclesia ar thé wo rips a priest! When 
and I sz e astes (iy, 1): « rds which Fa ariner 
so - the oppressions that He I turned myself ¢ pees ioe 
nnocent, and they h at are done under th ee 
¥ had no comforter « i pees and the pi 
sand they were not able 


to resist their vi 
; r violence, hej 
praise the dead r: » being destj 
ad rather th § destitute of 
an the liyi help from any. And 
ing.” any. 


Dubiwn 20. What: 

a frequent — Ms be th 

(Spe then describes the ie 

the laws of Pope Paul TT tigh 
cused rather sckiiteiniae 

ge any 


ought 

Stars 7d oe torture? It is evidently 
tful crueltics ¥ our Tand with witches: 
: he torment. practised in violation fe) 
a religious asked some jurj crimes th $ are so great that the ac- 
save himself? They roe how a pat Lines longer. Reoetl 
f nocently accused cot’ 


the religi gave an evas; 
gious, they fi evasive 

; nally eid wae auSWer : 

Y said “they sical but pressed hard bY 

: d think it over.” Tht 


he jud S a yres an 
t ges w i e 
who ligt ed so n 711 
ny Pyres do not | v 
know how at it " 
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The authorities do not know. Oh, the 
gly at home and philosophize 
a few minutes, they 


Person could save himself. 
blindness of the wise! But they sit snu 
about torture. If they were tortured for only 
his re philosophizing childishly about matters of which they 
athe nothing. I agree with a friend of mine, a man of high rank, 
be repeatedly uttered this jest: “Why do we seck so anxiously 
or witches? Ye judges, put the Capuchins, the Jesuits and other 
they will confess. Do you want more? Tor- 
the doctors; they will confess. For 
rsons persist in denying! If you 
and you afterwards shall torture 


religious on the rack; 
ture the prelates, the canons, 
how could these poor delicate pe 
want still more, I will torture you, 
me; we all shall be witches.” 
Dubinm 28. The torture is to be 
such manner that, with moral certitude, 


are prevented. 
Dubium 29. The confessions made under torture are invalid. 1 
scorn the silly arguments brought forward for the opposite opinion. 
their councillors and con- 


This is a matter of conscience for princes, 
+ to be trifled with and human heads 
ut at pleasure. 


fessors, Human blood is 2° 
are no playthings, like balls which may be tossed abo u 
iyen for every idle 


If before the eternal judge an account must be g! ; 
word, how about the account for human plood? “Charity presses 


me,” and burns within me to oppose with all zeal the burning of 


Witches. 
Dubium 30. Special cat 
fessors I say! Be kind, ch 


ris to be changed, in 


abolished, © 
gers for the innocent 


all dan, 


in confession. To con- 


ecessary : 
ts work is not 


ition is 1 
Je—the hangman 


aritab: 


severely punish such as de- 


yours. 
Dubiun 35. The authorities must 
nounce i i 
innocent persons. : . ; 
: ersistently denies guilt cannot be con 
i ‘ommonly done. 


Dubium 39. One who P 
demned, Unfortunate 
Dubium 43: “Witch marks 


do not believe in them, ant 
maty diclingte e : this od Delrio T maintain that no de- 
Dubi' i insfeld and -** 
ubium 44. Against Bins atlanta '@ 


i rrest or t f the de- 
Nunciation of witches warrants the _ auntie 
noun wet HOV re mal : 

€ 1 how mat) > 
Dubin : . I the superstition, vy, calumny that exist oe a 
Tad ess it—amons 
Germans, and especiall 


C of witch- 
atholics, are incredible : ; ‘ 
a a i riests are sent to the 
Sraft, 2. Unexperien mpettous P 


, confess themselves guilty. 
g the accuse 


sscreet and more 
t diligent 17 prev € disor . 
i iting the victi as they feat nothing more 
jsiting 


did not see any and 
edulity of so 


ced, 


ec who haras 
1 1e judges are mo 
€arned priests from ¥ 
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than that such prie 
cence of the hy cy make revelations in fav f the i 
charges with the education a or] reason men whom ae a. i : ear 
entrust the care of their con f children, and to whom prin : eh # a $ 
the same princes from dir sciences, are prevented by th ae wren 
such inquisitors said re sone the consciences of a ‘ ee id 
from Germany, as dist cee that these men st ie ene es ‘e 
the Jesuits ; for at the om ers of justice.” The — ve banished 
youth nearly in the ints they had in their bande ors evidently 
princes were Jesuits. oe — world, and pn the education . 
are meant, in the first pla Olessor Riezler"? admi ces conics = 
his brethren, at any rate ce Spe himself, and nits that “the Jesuit’ 
vious sense points to ad afew.” The one or other © 
sei the views of Spe he fact that more the pe passage in its nd 
I cannot say more as concludes his _ oak few” must have 
Srief and so; bale with these words : 
erow; I cannot publish this 


little book, ni 

, nor translate it j 

it 

great benefit. Perhaps pr German, which would not be without 
id not be witho 


try and the inn hers wi 

the innocent.%# will do thi 

dent critics, and I ask it ‘on thin his from love of their cout” 
y the j 


princes are in nder oy, 
‘ great d er these |i 
th an. e lines: 3 
pie aes attention Ser of eternal Seuditin = | magistrates 2” 
es my warni m, if the turn 
y warnings sound They sh ’ y do not 
vehement. I q ould not wonder th 
0 not wi ne O 
sh to be one ©, 


S$ of wit 2 
: ch 
Gharehi tos persecutions- 
honors them inn and frightful tortures; 
te innocent; the Catholic 


is self-evid 
ent. These are tl The applicati 
1e sca ication to the witch ti 
has 


es 
are at Ger- 


He i 
4 Phe writes : 


are so thor 

lowed, Bema: 
The Protestant j 
after Spe net 
Among other th 


ey had been 10° 

Na si : ‘0 

homasius ae single witch burnt- 

n of witche 728), who seventy years 

ee Siete 3 

1900, p, 951. 7 SPE sets at gee it most high!¥- 
eare orth so clearly the injus 


tion 
wb tpPeare 

Sommerren dO; “ me 
ner 2 


92 “Piet ——_ 
03 Rane Zeitsehy 
into 1 German tr x 
nto many la a 
tions, Deguages 


on 
Duhr, “Stellung,” 


Fa “6 val A 
the ‘Cautio’ was granslated 


ttions fF 
Prey el 
teh, Dutch and Polish gransle 


Attitude of the Jesuits in the Trials for Witchcraft. 507 


that he justly puts to the blush those 


a who defend these trials.” Leibniz, too, speaks in high 
a5 oe book, and the Protestant theologian David Hauber, in 
: <f is c Us it ‘a work, used by Divine Providence to put an end to 
ates trials.”"*° A modern Protestant critic (Professor Binz) says: 
iss cries out to the world with the voice of a prophet of old who 

eproaches the people of Israel for its abominable sin, and with the 
deep emotion of a man who has seen personally, day after day, all 
the terrors and abominations.’** “Tt js a book,” says Dr. Cardauns, 

in which the highest literary gifts, the fulness of Christian charity 


the whole power of his moral energy unite in a soul-stirring 
larmony ; it is the triumph of reas over supersti- 


: on and humanity 
tion and brutality, the monument W d for himself, 


hich he has erecte 
around which to-day mankind stands in ide, not excepting 
those even to whom his creed is 2 folly and hi 


tice of witch prosecutions 


gratitu 
gs religious garb a 


scandal.”"** 
ed by Spe’s brethren, Here 
ithout the approba- 


How was the book received by 
book appeared witl : 
Professor Riezler 


The 
yithou os 
nd ar but it 1s 


the noble 


the Jesuits ? 


altogether indiv 
Spe, owing to the spirit 
to publish the work anonymous'y- 

looked several circumstances: e attacked m0° 


credulity of his contemporaries, es 
Is the opinions a 


theologians; he assal P i 

guished Jesuits Gregory V alentia ane 
‘ yagistrates, J 

fessor 


Poses the injustic 


a of the princes- ss 
nese 

‘an we wonder that some = t yon arnt against SP° 

cee ne, censured the 

i id- 


as held the opinions © : 
One theologian, Peter Roestius, 
book severely and threatened 0) ee 
den Books. “On ee 
cE shou! 1 ¢ meet the fate which that 
ar, the Gen- 


jane be not worry 

Society, writes t© Spe” . 
-. pook wou "ely 
9, of the same ye 


otit the censures of 


Father Roestius, for 3° » June 
Father intended for a” ad i. 1 that Father Roestius nr 
eral wrote to the Provincial: criticisms of his book, an 
Father Spe some trouble | Jc put on th Index. AS such 
f B 
that he even threatens to hav ore T beg your Reverence to ad 
relig 7 = 


behavior is against 


85 Duhr 
96 [b., p. 123-124. st 5: (0B: 
97 Quoted by Duhr, aoe Bo. 


98“ Hist. Zeitsch-» 


5 8 elem. 

Or <imerican Cath Q reer CULEH 
tcan C olic uarter ly R 

A th NCTC, 


monish Fatl 
her Roesti 
. us s 
molesting Father S to desist from 3 
T Spe any further,’99 censuring the book and from 


These lett 
€rs prove tl 
tat the General was HOE wo 
ggaldst Futher & pposed to the char- 
. Pe, s i 
Father Goswin ier the General on Ft gee bjs 
XC g 
- from the Society, w1 5 that time Reoyineen. 28, 1632, wrote to 
ep : 1 i i 
ners If it was not Chait he had taken nee i Gens bee 
ata the storm of ees ibs to dismiss him i is the meet 
In 6. could be met, Fatt sale which threate ts Penis 
“- 1034 the General expr ner Nickel was opp EG Sit acenatit ef 
c st disposition and dete fsses his delight eg to Spe’s dismissal. 
constitutions, That th rmined to be faithf "i Father Spe is in the 
av : ere wer bribes i i 
hig of Father Spats were Jesuits who fr a ae 
ck, rector of the C work is evident from +t the very first spoke 
1630: “Whilst others “&* 3 Zreve fe from the Annals of Father 
Fredecick hers S (166 f rh 
ederick Spe, a prie urged to ore 9). He writes ad annum 
Priest of the Sogj Sreater hatred against witel 
iety, distinoni against witches, 
nguished for piety, learn 


Pi ir 
most usefull book, 4 th, advocated mij i 
, the ‘Cant . lider measures by publishing 


great appla au 
use b autio Criminal; 
Opposed these = many, Inalis,’ which was caceived ith 
places a mild arnings, the book 4D aunical j ince 
er and mor °ok brought al judges violently 
€ catitious See it it about that in many 
to ari easy to exp] Was adopted.1° 
arise from it for Die a5 f the hook 2 the anxiety of the Jesuit 
1 : 2 reat di S ae 
and ice betas ae. ees wer’ likely 
i » Ibis know Pe had uns paringly 
this ae ih that some of ‘oe ori 
k had de 
were protec Seaton demanded the expulsio" 
to pS ate be and benef. rt the witches.” Of the 
~~ hei ‘ tch per. A 
severely, For wrath, if a f Jesuit wi not a few 
Haine. 0) this Feassn ot of the si oe The Society had 
5 f rder 
des he was dite could not ns censured them s° 
» Whom cer fred from doin ish the work under his 
ain lay ; '§ so by the ex 
a wa y the example © 
Y inquisitors had haa wnat 
ate 


torture t Spe’s + * vere | 
tu e€, and yet s Pp again Wite r ion 
more scathing, 

S st Vitch Pp 

osecut Ww 


Spe i 
tae Siven his mm 
4 ? a i 
‘c st iio os nUscript to friend 
e mI ai nds ‘ 

ing iat ‘ese eae pee the aise as he states in the 
b€ welconie uld conclude ths pepe laches: 
* that the publicati a 
ation of th 


Not certain w to hi 
ain whether Fr, ° him 
‘ather lus t 

Spe actually a put it in print. It is 

ented to this step. That 
step. 


he 
Was . 
a Suspected of haviy 
der 
conse 
nt appears from a letter 


nVectiveg 


§ given his 


00 Letter : 
tomeuetters (in Latin) Fr 
rischeg Jahrbtiehe yy from the 


100 
uhr, “Spe? Archi 
She,” p, 118, 5 reli 


PP. 344 fot 'Y® Of the Gem 
verman, Province, in the “His 


Attitude of the Jesuits in the Trials for Witchcraft. 509 
1632. The 


of re 
the General to the Provincial, Goswin Nickel, July 19, 
‘quantum ipsits Patris 


alae ae to know from Father Nickel * 

auth vici in co culpae deprehenderit, how far he finds Father Spe 

guilty, for he seems to have acted surreptitiously, aliquid dolo factunt 
transgression of 


an H A ; 
co negotio.” If this was the case, it was a serious 
f a book without the approba- 


the rule forbidding the publication o 
ia of superiors. Father General calls it “a dangerous and bad ex- 
mple,” res pravi et periculosi exempli. If Spe had connived at the 
Publication, it was all the more aggravating in his case, as, owing to 
Other previous complaints, his solemn profession had been post- 


poned. 

If for these reasons it is asserted that the book in no way does 
credit to the order, the pracarious conditions which prevented the 
Society from openly endorsing Father Spe’s views must be taken 
into consideration. It would have meant the suppression of many 
Colleges and other persecutions. More than once the Jesuits had 
been publicly denounced as defenders of the witches and particl- 
Pators of their crimes. In 1599 the Protestant preacher Melchior 
Leonhard wrote: “The Jebusites [abusive appellation for Jesuits] 
Often espouse the cause tches and demand mercy for this 
ther reason than that they themselves veh 


fiendi 

sh brood, for no 0 ” 
. the torture. 

not bes ri alt with and handed over to : 

e summarily dea’ her, Seibert, had written: 


as early er Protestant preac' ; : : 
“The cba ial me Iread ory, they anoint their pupils 
vill epee a peers tevi yy SO entice them that 
Bao : F 
tl seme ¥ arated from these wizards and long’ to §° 
hey do not want to be ie ‘ i ais expelled, bu 
back to them. Therefore fie ee an feet vanishes 
ey peeenotoe’ wai © f. They are not only witches themselves, 
hey cannot be gotten me O- ) : so cere 
but teach ee +» schools. The Jesuits cue! certai 
‘ ; r puplis. 
da et ee progr to attitude of the 
All this explains fully the reserve’ * ie er 
Societ i ee a publication of the character of the eae rs 
nali a “igi it of this reserve we maintain that the or sth 
; a ae m she educated from his twe fth year. 
. aims for Ee " h humanitarian views if ee 
S it possible that DY ‘ ite cution? Besides 
eras were altogether 7 favor of witch ae ee "steel 
a a 
itis significant that the 0 Society 
for supporting his views is t 
may point to Spe’s work as _ ae 
Committed oy oe ee doubt that, co! he circumstances 
4 dail doubt, th 


asidering t : 1e% 
t only his critical spirit, 
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and his burning 1 
r ov 
but also his ai oe the peescented visti cha sae iti 
the great heroes and be BS ee Ae peet va place amon 
enefactors of mankind; and Mh ener 
; if he committed 


a fault by handi 
e ng over tt 5 
a felix culpa? S he manuscript to friends, may we ; 
ED, not call it 


VIII. ATTITU 
TUDE OF VARIOUS OTHER JESUIT 
TS. 


Father S 
pe mentions 
that not in terms of ssi gies the confessors of pri d 
lente, Bowe ca 1 . He censy rinces, an 
: ot warning Z res them especially . 
iials. “He afso Ae princes against the specially for being 
+ th : : 
fiewiteles. Aman a €s preachers who urge Injustice of witch 
e Tin 
ers Contzen and ele were some Jesuits i eorien aaa 
xel1 Q 7 m oi 
Dukeok Bavaria ma Father Adam Contzen stanoe. Ute Fath- 
’ in 1628 ap itzen, conies 
advocates energetic proce Powe a political romance compete . 
ions were held by Fath edings against witches a whic he 
5 er ; Ud imi i 
of Munich. He was a " Jeremias Drexelius, preacl ae 
10) 7 che 
and Balde, the “Horace, ie man, renowned as a ra oe oe 
odes (I., XVI). Drea lin Germany,” celebrates eae oe acuin 
ee velius < him i i 
should hardly expect it, ] treats of witchcraft in a , ae 
1637, he enumerates ihe na work on “Almsgivi place where one 
it “protects against wi © Teasons for giving fe. — pablister et 
could have the effro paneer On this oc ie af eons 
- ntery Casi Bais cr 
who, with fire and sw sal to accuse of error Se writes: “Who 
" swor E d injusti a it 
witchcraft ? Nevertheless aes against this wd = - a 
ing of the name of Christi there are cold Christi pre i 
or : 1S sr 
extirpation of this vice ret who with might a Seay Ce 
be endangered, © ye est perhaps, as they - and main oppose the 
a S . 7 _ say en : 
Divine law express] ye enemies of Divine ] i, Hiestceec mene 
. essly e n ‘ 
live?’ (Exodus xxii. nae ‘Wizards tl sees ors ak 
bidding, that Bisho, 18). Here T cry as lo hou shalt not suffer to 
ye shall not Pare Princes and ine as I can, at the Divine 
To you, Princes why ed Wit gs may hear it: ‘Witches 
i Nn 
Probably Drexeli gs, the sword has b : 
would have Find us had not read the HG een given, etc." 
pious men who “ himself faithfully devoted 2s of Spe. There he 
, Carried aw. ) e te 
totally ignorant of ae away by zeal eslle ian er, dhe “hole sh 
: . he reality. ¢ er than by di peg 
tice and honesty of th reality, deem it criminal 1 by discretion, and, 
Jesuit, Caspar Hell ne nage. About h to pein ee 
“aspé ell, op it the same ti eed 
persecution. The ~ the Bishop of Eicl — time another 
~ 2ISNO! Ni nN 7 hstadt i 7 tet 
— P was greatly vexed t in his witch 
Stellune,” pp. = sed and complaints were 
‘ ing,” pp. 67-71, SS 
n pea who, p ORT. Tn Janssen-Pastor, VII., 65: 
n is George Scherer.” be ascertained, fet 9 it ig stated: tS 
Tt is now ted, urged the authorities 4 to 
, aside irom jelr10 


and 
alentia, w 
a, Who were Spani 
e Sp: y 
Spaniards, Con Drexeli 
> Drexelius and an 
V another to be mev- 


tioned h : 
od hereafter 
104 & er are Ney 
See aboy gu of havi. 
ove, pp. 47 having encouraged witch 
ch persecution 


1 
h fire ar 
nd sw ze 
word extirpate them. 


ne Dub 
 Duhr 
only Ger 

witeh pute 
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e provincial: “Silence 
ated. However, some 


people are inclined to the other extre meddle in witch trials ; 
if there are any such among the Jesuits, command them to leave this 
whole affair to the prince and his officials.” Father Hell's attitude 
was so little considered as a fault that a year later, in 1630, the Gen- 
eral made him rector of the college at Amberg In 1656-7 2 
red in Paderborn. those 


The General wrote to th 


e Bishop be more exasper 
me, and 


made in Rome. 
Father Hell, lest th 


Some considered 
d. The Jesuit Loper 


strange epidemic appe@ 
attacked as witches, who should be burne : : 
thought they were possessed and exorcised many. But his proceed- 
a vere not according to &c 


ings, especially his mode of questioning: wert oe 
clesiastical practice. Protestants an olics alike wrote 2g! 
the Bishop pegged the General of the Society 


Father Léper; at last 

to remove him, which request was 
Léper was @ zealous, but very indis 
who had the fixed idea that he was 
fight against the powe? of the devil. 


tinate religious, 
God to 


his def i nission 
ense without the perms 5 : 
Society ordered the Provincial to punish Father 
3 Si S ible” y 
Press his book as far as poss! es cael keene 
its opposed 


ae igh -aiteed 
In the beginning ae ae I Ermland the Jest 
= their attitude, and at last 


Witch persecution jn sever’ : seal fot 
it j : q Ti . 
in their sermons ha were dec «16107 Quite different from 
orbidden to preac? 
this manner of acting 
decades later. 
burg, was bel é 
Protestant historian Menze 
in as far as she had harassed be ee 
and besides, by strange a’ pear cea hysterical 
like insanity all a : 
insanity. ~ 
After the executi 
Prince Bishop of Wiehe he ol onsense W : 
Rather Scherer ¢ h me un ardonable, wo — i 
but Gaar’ ss all the ™ ; _religi how 
aar’s sermon 1S f his fellow-Te#S : 
discussion, and above all 1 work of NE talian Tartarott ie 


0 
ts of phantoms, 
much 
19108 


headed and t 


sis! 


auch 


suit 
in rehashed ; 


jittle mo? 


have made him 4 ae and 
sarcastic criticis™ of the sef™ t in the previous yeh 

it deserved. Be it remarked tha _ 

a a inflicted OF 


105 Duk . wgtellung,” Po ‘aig ' 
ite eee asia By as ‘teh dis 
Father Laper is 2l89 % proof tr. characte’ oF probation. 
uublication was not due rout it jescrived apP : 
nse orn. affair I 
pe 


avinge been publishe ity 
107 Puhr, 84-01. the Pade sons! 
108 This incider ft se apysicians shoul he 


Spe had d 
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512 nerican th ww. 
atholic “ar terly 

y Kevie 


testant Di 
ce iaconus, Ri 
necessity » Rinder, pri 
bs ssity of burning witel Printed a sermon in whi 
e milder practice ady nes“ and “as a iltht which “he urged the 
rocated b ithful Luther: : 
y the Jesui utheran, rejected 
? Suits, 7109 


Ix ‘ 
X. CONCLUSION. 


Weh 
ave arri 
Wem ved at the 
Ey e 
: , sum up the evide nd of our study. W 
ae - a the beginnin ee: in the words at F. at eve we found? 
evil’ eee, gt _ 0 = 
alpine 8 mysticism’ as he Society A alae Duhr: 
» prevents more usefy] mething dangero the occupation with 
labors. This vw, us, which, at the same 
arning of Pet ‘ 
eter Faber 18 


such took ; 
Society, as ipiac wits attitude in this matter. 
pie i ag the witch trials is 
"si Te te Jesuits as such 
one ‘enerals, far distant 
astical eae informations; they 
sible to jude: s proceeded against 
Ss they co ee that this was all 4 
nfined themselves to a" 


fr 
odie scene, rece 
= how all secular 
itches, and it was al 
most out: : 
TASCOUS injustice. T 
e. Thu 


peow at the feighial one Saw in th 


du i 

e - to raise their y, 
. writers against K 

of books against ia 


ice for ¢ 
the exti 
*tirpation of the evil. H 
evil. Here we 


titers 
8, pre 
approbatic, Preacher goaj 
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e€ of tl 0 tl » appro bation 
he g he credi 
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Bratitade of Gonder ess their convic- 
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e ay 
£ words to alieyj aved mat) 
1. e . 
and ull Speti, the terrible lot 
cing assistance.” 
: stance. 


mbere 
d th 
at th 
n their the Tes? 
who were object last hour Jesuits generally : 
ie ite relentless in ¢} ct Of the hat and that the disc assisted the 
ise . ‘ {- daltre C wex i 
zg S€ is, therefo 1€ Prosecuty Ted and susnj Neliarse nH 
men, according re, their ] Cution.110 Uspicion of all those 
great. They € to the tear re Charit All the more deserving 
few indivi represer yo ee e 
v individuals who - the at f Contempor e€ number of these 
, rary wri : 
rote on th; é Bocter. writers, is very 
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of the Or 
rder 
Now must be j ‘ 
what do we find Judged si Stion, Pur 
here? °M the attity ep the real spirit 
de of the Superior: 
Superiors- 
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y interference in witch trials; they rebuked 
ddled in these proceedings; nay, more, 
vincials Hoffaeus and i 
he current popular belief. 
of such facts it is a flagrant 
Idan-Heppe and Riez- 
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weighed in the balance of impartiality, the scale will incline decidedly 


in its favor. 
few practical remarks may be added to our historical sketch. 
any modern writers who reject the fundamental truths of Christian 
revelation and deny the existence of a spiritual world beyond this 
material universe, consistently deny the possibility of a compact with 
evil spirits. To such men spirits, good or evil, are but the creation 
of a weak and sickly imagination : “Horatio says ‘’tis but our 
fantasy.’” Or they represent the belief in spirits as an invention of 
priests, who found in these spirits “a very powerful means for terrify- 
ing men, or an easy explanation of natural phenomena which they 
could not explain otherwise.”° However, we might reply that 
such a sweeping denial of the existence of spirits is a very easy 
method of disposing of numerous undeniable facts in the world’s 
history. To upholders of this radical doctrine one may say with 


Hamlet: 
heaven and earth, Horatio, 


“There are more things in 
hilosophy.” 
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The Catholic’s view of the question is very different. “No Chris- 
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Tf the fact is proved with historical certainty, 
and if this fact cannot be accounted for by any physical forces nor 
by any human artifice, then we must reasonably find higher agents 
in it. It will appear from the circumstances whether God, good 
angels or evil spirits are these higher agents. But in passing such 
judgments, the greatest caution is required, because in things so 
remote from the senses mistakes are very easily made.”"""* 

Had these principles always been followed, thousands of judicial 
murders would have been prevented in former ages. Even at the 
present day it may not be altogether useless to warn against eredul- 
ity. It suffices to mention the disgraceful Leo Taxil affair. Thou- 
sands of educated men, among them prominent ecclesiastics, allowed 
themselves to be imposed upon by the mystifications of that brazen- 
faced liar; and those that expressed doubts about Diana Vaughan 
and the devil Bitru were stigmatized as hypercritical and mild infi- 
dels. A year ago Father Grisar spoke of the dishonor which this 
sad occurrence has brought upon the Catholic .ame. Indeed but a 
few months ago a writer in one of the leading reviews in Germany'® 
cast reproach on the Catholic Church, because so many Catholics, 
particularly of the Romanic nations, had been so eager in accepting 
and so obstinate in defending the monstrous stories of Taxil. The 
study of this question may, therefore, serve as an earnest appeal to 
all Catholics to be very critical, whenever there is question of sup- 


posed demoniac phenomena. 


be rejected as fables. 


Ropert SCHWICKERATH, S. J- 
Woodstock, Md. 
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